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GMA asked cities to report needs for nine general categories: transportation, water and sewer, 
stormwater and drainage, solid waste, public safety, parks and recreation, government buildings, 
community/downtown improvements, and land acquisition and greenspace. A total of 156 cities 
submitted a response to the survey (29% of all 538 cities in Georgia).  
 
Projections indicate that Georgia’s cities will need approximately $11.2 billion for capital 
projects over the next five years. The greatest category of need for most cities is water and 
sewer, followed by transportation, public safety, and government buildings. 
 

 
 
The City of Atlanta’s survey response reveals that the city has significantly greater public safety capital 
needs (24%) than the public safety needs projected in other areas of the state (6%). 
 

 

Transportation
$2,592,672,453 23%

Water & Sewer
$3,696,005,986 33%Stormwater

$589,693,901 5%

Solid Waste
$238,847,786 2%

Public Safety
$1,059,969,405 10%

Parks
$699,344,411 6%

Gov. Buildings
$898,374,539 8%

Comm./Downtown
$646,704,826 6%

Land Acq./Greenspace
$775,809,246 7%

Projected Statewide Capital Needs (incl. ATL)

Transportation
$125,000,000 8%

Water & Sewer
$496,591,103 33%

Stormwater
$62,500,000 4%

Solid Waste
$25,000,000 2%

Public Safety
$359,772,852 24%

Parks
$90,411,168 6%

Gov. Buildings
$54,109,282 3%

Land Acq./Greenspace
$300,000,000 20%

City of Atlanta Reported Capital Needs



 

 
 

 
 
Key Points 
 

• Over the next five years, cities will need an estimated $11.2 billion for capital 
improvements.  
 

• Cities continue to invest local dollars, including LOST, SPLOST, TIA, and TSPLOST, 
along with property tax revenues and user fees to complete capital projects.  
 

• Local residents have also approved bond referenda, taking on long-term debt to invest 
in capital improvements.  
 

• Local tax increases and rate increases will not be sufficient to complete critical 
infrastructure projects. 

 
• Failure to address these needs jeopardizes the public’s health and safety and threatens 

the state’s economy.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

For questions contact Becky Taylor, Director of GMA Federal Relations at btaylor@gmanet.com or (678) 686-
6276; or Holger Loewendorf, GMA Research Analyst at hloewendorf@gmanet.com or 678-686-6246. 

Transportation
$2,467,672,453 26%

Water & Sewer
$3,199,414,883 33%

Stormwater
$527,193,901 5%

Solid Waste
$213,847,786 2%

Public Safety
$700,196,553 7%

Parks
$608,933,243 6%

Gov. Buildings
$844,265,257 9%

Comm./Downtown
$646,704,826 7%

Land Acq./Greenspace
$475,809,246 5%

Projected Statewide Capital Needs (excl. ATL)
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